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Since the dawn of advancing
civilization there have always been
two cities, originally city states,
competing for supremacy. At the
University of Pennsylvania Mu.
seum a brick with cuneiform rec-
ord dating from 3000 B.C. depicts
the struggle between aggressive
Kish and democratic Urik in an-
cient Sumer. A more familiar
rivalry existed between Sparta and
Athens which brought on the pyr-
rhic Peloponesian wars. Demo-
cratic Athens was then defeated,
first by Sparta, later by expand-
ing Rome, which finally overtook
all Greece and established the Pax
Romana.

Rome, in turn, faced a relent-
less struggle with Carthage,
nourishing the devouring hatred of
the Punic wars which dragged on
for an entire century. Even with
Hannibal, the Carthaginian chief-
tain, already at the gates of Rome,
the elder Cato still offered his
repetitious oratory in the Roman
senate: “And 1 reiterate, Carthage
must be destroyed.”

More Humane

As was always the case, one of
the two cities represented a more
humane, liberal attitude if it ex-
perienced some amount of secur-
ity. Sparta was a totalitarian,
military autocracy whereas Athens
represented the democracy of
Plato’s Republic, the variety
which included slavery and enor-
mous individualistic “intelli-
gent” self-interest. This precip-
itated its eventual downfall with
ail Greece becoming an easy prey
of rising Rome,

Carthage was similar to Sparta,
and it was from Carthaginians
that Romans inherited the cruel
punishment of erueifixion. Yet, al-
though an overall vast slave em-
pire, Rome represented the smaller
evil for it became the instrument
of propagation of the ancient
Greek civilization.

In European history we have
had maritime London and con-
tinental Paris as contenders while
Berlin, the third city, intently ob-
served. Paris with its growing em-
pire built a famous astronomical
observatory in 1675. So did London
at the same time, but not for the
love of science, It undertook to
organize an efficient navy which
needed for it§ protection the relia-
ble determination of geographic
longitude. This demanded an ob-
servatory for Britana was, for a
period, destined to ‘*‘rule the
waves.”

With progressing civilization and
accelerated transportation, the dis-
tance between the competing

cities has enlarged. Today we
have Washington and Moscow
while the third city, Peking, looks
on, all three cities within their
much expanded empires. Bul ex-
pansion now goes into the third
dimension — the conquest of
epace — and instead of a surface
navy, both Washington and Mos-
cow presently compete in penetrat-
{ng space with rockets and satel-
ites.

Science and Politics

Once more science is linked
with politics. Civic aspects, how-
ever, are humanly more important
than material achievements. Mos-
cow and it3s empire represents
tyrannical autocracy while Wash-
ington offers an almost Iawless,
licentious freedom where arsonists
are permitted to burn our very
capital. Such is our freedom to-
day. Yet, ever since the ancient
Assyrian code of Hamurabi, arson-
ists were treated as the wortst of
criminals.

In Russia, the casual Moscow
visitor today received a good im-
pression of orderliness, With mixed
feelings 1 observed a Moscow po-
liceman courteously leading an old
woman across Kropotkin Street,
aware that thousands have per-
ished in numerous labor camps,
helpless victims of this brutal
regime. Vorkuta labor camp near
the arctic region is one of the
very few that has reached world
news. Then a policeman repri-
manding a drunkard in Alex-
androvski Park seemed a public
face-saving illusion, where people
seek an escape in vodka from the
exhausting burden of mass labor
which is so badly underpaid. Red
Square, which connotes “beauti-
ful” in Russian, through the cen-
turies has witnessed the red flow
of blood during public execution of
“kramolniki,” insurgents, guilty or
innocent. The magnitude of blood
hidden behind the red porphyry of
the Lenin mausoleom s another
riddle like the Egyptian pyramids.

In Moscow stands the superb
Bolshoi Thesatre, inherited from
Tsarist days, now zealously main-
tained. It also has an outstand-
ingly beautiful subway and in-
numerable parks with rich flower
beds and water fountains, a rve-

minder of the fountains of Rome. -

In fact, an American sociologist
commented that Moscow has much
of public wealth, yet alarming
private poverty.

Statistics also revealed that for
each Muscovite there was an
average of not quite flve square
yards of floor space per apart
ment. On the other hand, our rich
American capital can claim no
opera building, and cannot display
the cleanliness of Moscow where
street cleaning is taken over by
the multitude of husky Russian
womanhood who dare not strike.
These are members of 20 milllon
surplus women, & ghastly after-
math of revolution and of two
wars. o

America does have its splendid
speedways, a rarity in Russia, but
the sociologist continued: *Our
speedways are intended for pri-
vate cars and our roadside bill-
boards for commercial indoctrina-
tion. Russia has few private cars
and permits no private advertis-
ing. Besides, with commedities so
scarce, they don't require it.”

Subdued Warpath

This past half century Wash-
ington and Moscow are on the
subdued warpath of fluctuating
gradualness, interrupted during
World War 11 by some five years
of precarious alliance against
Hitler. Since the Iron Curtain fell,
both cities claim the annihilating
power of their nuclear stockpiles.

Particularly this final third of the:

century starts with heated tur-
bulence as today's contenders
face each other on the war-torn,
distant Vietnam battlefields. As a
noble experiment, our goodwilling
democracy has also welcomed the
United Nations headquarters into
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Food Stamp Help *

From the Loulsville Courler-Jotrnal

House approval of an expanded
food stamp program is an en-
couraging departure from a gen-
eral, punish-them-because-they're-
poor attitude which has been a pre-
vailing force through much of the
current session of Congress. Rep.
Leonor K. Sullivan of St. Louis had
success as her best argument as
she worked to see the plan ex-
tended to hundreds of additional
cities and counties. It has proved
one of the most effective means
of easing the pain of poverty while
the more difficult task of finding
ways to end poverty continues,

The House, by a significant mar-
gin, opposed its own, conservative
Agriculture Committee. The mar-
gin of victory should give Senators
needed encouragement to go along
with the progressive step.

Public reaction to reports of
malnutrition, even starvation in
this food-rich nation, helped Mrs.
Sullivan to gain the support she
has sought for several years,

The food stamp plan can im-
prove further in future years but
the success in gaining a four-year
extension and removing the spend-
ing limit is a major victory.

its land, where it provides an ex-
cellent Trojan horse right to the
very gates of Washington. Then
communist literature is permitted
to flow freely into our land of '
patient democracy, this open so-
ciety, while American newspapers
are nowhere to be found on the
Moscow market, that closed so-
ciety. The tradition of diplomatic
courtesy which the hard-riding
communists ridicule as ‘‘bourgeois’
decadence,” is neatly used by them
as a one-way traffic In a con-
stantly retreating democracy. All
the while Peking, with its diver-
gent communist line, ardently en-
courages the struggle of both white
western powers as Rome once
closely watched Athens and
Sparta. ;

It is Washington, catering to
private luxuries, that symbolizes
the destiny of Rome after the ex-
pensive victory in Punic wars.
Both cities carry vestiges of
Greco-Roman background: Mos-
cow huilt on seven hills like Rome,
with its tradition as holy Russia,
first as a Third Rome, now as the
‘“holy” seat of the Third Interna-’
tional, And Washington: At least
there is Capitol Hill by name.

Communist Moscow ~ celebrated
the ninetieth birthday of Lenin by
using Lenin slogans. An ominous’
feature of Lenin's character was
portrayed in an anonymous Tet-
ter to Tolstoi aseribed to Lenin:
“] cannot agree with you that hu-
man relations are corrected only
by love. This can be said only by .
people well educated and well fed.
But what should be said by man
who all his life has suffered under
the yoke of oppressors? Therefore,.
Lev Nikolayevich, just before you
die I tell you that the world will
be choked in blood. It will beat
and kill not only the exploiting
masters but also their children so
as to expect no evil from them, I
regret that you will not live to
the time to convince yourself of
your mistake.”

Demagogue Voice

This is the portentous voice of
a demagogue of our age. Since.
ancient days man’s behavier has
undergone little change. Neverthe-
less, in the great illdifferentiated
mass of people there emerge in-
dividual lights, tiny flames of af-
fection, divine sparks nourished by
tears and sorrow. So while the
fewest of men feel tles with the
great human family, we sense that
man's true relationship to man is
steadily expanding, And therein
lies the hope of not two coentend-
ing cities but an unfailing con-
fidence In one ultimate Augustin-
jan “City of God.” Never since
the dawn of civilization has this
need been more imperative.

T T -



