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By CLARENCE BRUCE

A spot in a crater on the
moon has been reserved for
the inscription of the name
of Josef Klepesta, Czechoslo-

| achieved worldwide renown .

vak astronomer, who has
for his sun researches, in re-
cent years through the me-
dium of photography, and who
last week was the guest of
Dr. and Mrs. Karel Hujer,
friends of many years’ stand-
ing.

The “place in the moon™
is an honor bestowed by the
Inte rnational Astronomical
Union, and can be realized
only after the recipient is

‘ dead.

|
|

[

Just now, Klepesta is very
much alive.
He was invited to Chat-

{ tanooga by Dr. Hujer, his

visit o coincide with the re-
cent eclipse of the sun.

The results of that p]}ase

of the visit have been mixed.
Anotherfriendwhom
Klepesta first met in Eurcpe,
Capt. Robert Fried of Delta

" Airlines, with headquarters in

Atlanta, put a plane at the
distinguished astronomer’s
disposal, and they cruised
over South Georgia at an
elevation of 12,000 feet,

Ironically, they found
themselves between two
layers of cloud, and did not
have a clear view of the
eclipse. But, Klepesta recall-
ed, it was an unforgettable
experience — awesome and
almost frightening to
witness the approach of the
moon’s shadow through the
cloud masses, suddenly
engulfing the plane and its
occupants,

The friendship of Dr. Hujer
and his guest extends back
more than a half-century, to

—

stude_n} iiiys in Prague.

Klepesta is ome of two
honorary members of the
Czech Astronomical Society,
of which he is the only sur-
viving cofounder., He has
published numerous treatises
in the area of astronomy, is
the recipient of a medal from
the French Astronomical Sc-
ciety, and other honors from
fellow scientists,

Klepesta is on the staff of
the Stefanik Observatory in
Prague. His work with
photography, - particular of
solar prominences through the
use of an “artificial eclipse”
to black out the body of the
sun, has attracted worldwide
attention among astropomers,
One of his major accomplish-
ments, however, compilation
of an international star atlas,
was done before celestial
photography had been
developed to the degree of
efficiency it bas attained
later.






