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moonless mght.s whose or-spelling majesﬁ& mystery '
supersedes anything man can. possibly experience on . this
earth. Away from city illumination, one realizes fully this
glorious pathway studded with stars which, since
the dawn of e tion, hds been the object of most inspiring -
and ecstatic feeling, hftmgman above the drudgery of
earthly life,
. Charles A. Whitnay, Harva.rn{ tstrenomer, presents in
. w pqnorﬁnie vists of the Miky -
Way reveated ‘concept of Galaxy (Greek word for
Mﬂkle;).ouutaraMmotbﬂﬂomofsuns as it evolved -
cenh:riuinman:mmd.i‘romtheidymemn-
centered universe, with the Milky Way a. celestial sacred
. Nile for anclest Egyptians, one of many illusions, we read
thaﬂrﬂhngntnryofm’n fdeas. The Milky Way .
is now revealed as a fantastic spiral structure consisting
of some two hundred hilliop suns, slowly revolving about
iigelf in more than two hundred: miliion years, a period
described as & “vosmic year." The Milky Way, the luminous
pathway encircling the entire hegvens, actually is the '
. direttion of a greater dimension of gur ltar aystem of more
it tpxtm:;lsnghtmbhlst f the di ty.
reads as'a ory of the A
of map who, step by step, has unveiled the wlmpﬂu X
r!ddle of the universe. Varions 'exploring . genia! minds,
unreceunhed even persecuted, strenuously and with earnest -
on, opened new vistas; unfolding the cosmic drama.
Allthls.whenmansviewofhhphce in the universe in
the eyes of God still influenced his astronomical view. Thus
we follow the cautious or darlig steps of Galileo who was
first to raise his telescope to the sky and resolve the haze
ﬁm‘w:ymafabtﬂmmber of separate star. -
Newtop, thereaftér, tied—: tellar motion o
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No one, however, did more for the discovery and un-
derstanding of our galaxy than a wandering musician whe
"in his Iater years became the famous' astronomer William
. Herschel, By 1817, Herschel suggested that the faint patch
“of Hght in Andromeda constellation is another Milky Way,
e:mrulnto our owmn, nov;tknﬁ:own {o be appr&axirtmntaldet::
‘mififon t years distant. How significant an
, Wi?s?uninﬂmwaryeanmdthel’adﬂccﬂm
blnekout was able to. resolve this external galaxy into
upmtemmmathatlthndmﬂarmmpmhn
to cur own, in size and extent, How symbolic — “When
it gets dark epough, stars come out.”

n the ‘last half century or even last decada. our ad-
vaneement in the apprehension. of galaxy has been d.mply
breathtaking. With its quasars, puisars and “hlackboles”

- of gravitational pits; cosmology has been catapulted inte -
turmodl, mmnmn to ancient visionaries of biblical Genesis. -
This volume i beautifully filustrated with classical
-documentary mnurlal It wﬂl be enjoyed by any intelligent
readet eager to widen his horizon in this dismal age of
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* the vastoess ef the universe and the glory of crestion en-
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