TELLS OF STUDIES

PLANNED IN AFRICA|

Astronomer Bok Says Group
to Spend 18 Months in
Star Observations

BY JUSTINE ROBINSON

Plans for an expedition, which
he will head, to study the center
of the celestial Milky Way from
South Africa were explained last
night by Dr. Bart J. Bok, noted
astronomer, to the Barnard Astro-
nomical Society at Frye Institute.

The speaker, professor of as-
tronomy at Harvard University

and an associate professor of the;

Harvard Ohservatory, it visiting
Chattanooga on a lectyre tour, He
spoke vesterday before the Engi-
neers Club on the United Nations
F.ducational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization. He is chair«
man of the national research
councils committee of UNESCO.

Harvard University for many
years has maintained an observ-
Ing station in Bloemfontein, Or-
ange Free State, South Africa, ac-
cording to Dr. Bok. The station
was erected there hecause the cen-
tra] stars of our galactic (or Milky
Way) system are at best observa-

tion range in the Southern Hemi-
sphere.

“I and a special groun from this
country and Ire'and will leave for
the South African station early
next year. We shall nrobahly re-
main there 18 months, allowing
for two full observation seasons,”
gaid Dr. Bok.

-

TALK ASTRONOMY-—Fictured at a meeting of the Barnard Astro-
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Harold J. Strobel, president of Barnard Society. —TimesStalf Photo.

“Qur equipment will be the very
latest and most advanced, inelud-
ing especially photo-electric pho-
tometers which were greatly im-
proved during the war."

An interesting feature of the ex-
pedition, Dr. Bok said, is the
method of its financing. "“A pri-

vate institution such as Harvard
could never accumulate encugh
funds to .promote such
alone. Therefore the university
joined hands with two observa-
tories in Ireland, Dunsink Obgerv-
atory in southern Ireland and
Atmagh Observatory in northern
Ireland.

“Winning the co-operation of
these two Irish observatories was
almost an historical phenomenon,”
declared Dr. Bok with pointed hu-
mor. "Drawing up of the contract
probably marked the first time
lawyerg of northern Ireland and
‘Eire sat down at the same table,
This was a very nice example of
how working together in science
breaks down international bar-
riers,” remarked the astronomer,
who sees in UNESCO an instru-
ment to bring the peoples of the
werld together in harmonious liv-

|ing.

study!

At the beginning of his lecture,
Dr. Bok outlined the general struc-
ture of the Milky Way system apd
explained how knowledge of its]
composition had been obtalne.d.'
“All the stars which you see 11’1’
the sky beiong to our Milky Way,”|
he said. “There are about 100,000,-
000,000 and the sun is a typical
example."

This was Dr. Bok's second ap-
pearance in Chattanooga. He ad-
dressed the Barnard Scciety last
fall. He was born in Horn, Holland,
and studied at the universities of
Leyden and Groningen there hefore
coming to the United States in
1929 on a Harvard fellowship.

“The United Nations Economic,
Scientific and Cultural Organiza-

|tion was formed for building de-
‘fenges of peace.” Dr. Bok said in
a talk before the Engineers Club
at Hotel Patten.

“Not a fire department to stop,
immediate war, as the Security
Council might be called, UNESCO
ig* a flre prevention service de-
signed to see that causes of war
are kept down. It seeks to build
up & leng-range foundation for
peace and is organized to bring
peonles together at all levels," he
said. .



