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great poet and philosopher Rabin-
dranath Tagore, he met and be- Dr. Karel Hujer, a true world degree from the University of Pra-
came a close personal friend of scholar and former Guerry profes- gue after extended studies in
Mohandas K. Gandhi. Dr. Hujer sor of physics and astronomy at the  France, the University of London
spent three weeks as Gandhi's
'guest at the mahatma’s ashram at
Wardha. Gandhi wrote in Dr.
Hujer's diary, “May you give light
to us all through your astronomic
researches.”

+ Dr. Hujer met India's Prime
Minister Jawarharlal Nehru in
1949 when he returned to that coun-
try to attend Gandhi's Memorial
World Peace Conference. At that
time he brought greetings from
Nehru to nuclear physicist Albert
Einstein, who was then teaching at
Princeton.

In 1964, the fourth centenary of
the birth of Galileo, Dr. Hujer con-
tributed, at the invitation of Italian
authorities, to a symposium of es-
says about the life and work of the
great astronomer.

Once asked if he believed any
sort of life exists elsewhere in the
universe, Dr. Hujer said, “I think
there is intelligent life on other
planets. I think we are being ob-
served — observed right here in
this room by highly intelligent life
forms. Just as the bug walking on
the palm of the hand is observed —
and is not aware of it.”

The author of numerous scientif-
ic articles, he was a fellow of the
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, the Royal
Astronomical Society of London, a
member of the Astronomical Soci-
ety of London, a member of the
Astronomical Society of the Pacif-
ie, Societe Astronomique de
France, History of Science Society,
American Association of Physics
Teachers and many others.

In retirement he spent much of
his time writing and lecturing, and
remembered “Having had and con-
tinuing contacts with so many fine
people, both faculty and students,
is a chief joy of having been a pro-
fessor.”

Survivors include his wife, Har-
riet Hunt Hujer; a niece, Kveta
Sun, London, England; a nephew,
Jirik Hujer, Czechoslovakia; and a
great-nephew, Dr. Michael Sun,
London.

A memorial service will be held
at a time to be announced.

The family asks that flowers not
be sent to the funeral home.

Arrangements are by Chattanoo-
ga Guardian Funeral Home, East.




