Astronomy 1020

Spring 2009
	MWF 9:00-9:50
500-General Classroom


Instructor:
Dr. John W. Wilson
713 One Park Place    Ph: 404-413-6035
Office Hours:
MTF 11:00-12:30, WR 2:30-3:30, or by appointment.
E-mail: wilson@chara.gsu.edu
Web site: http://www.chara.gsu.edu/~wilson/
Textbooks:
Bennett et al. The Cosmic Perspective, 5th Edition, Media Update.
           

Wilson, Activities in Astronomy, 2008-2009 Edition.
Grades:

	Weekly quizzes (20 pts each)

15 quizzes, lowest score is dropped
	280 pts

	Comprehensive final exam
	100 pts

	Lab
	130 pts

	TOTAL POINTS
	510 pts


Your letter grade will be determined based on the percentage of the total points you earn using the following scale:
A
100-93%

A-
92-90%

B+
89-87%

B
83-86%

B-
80-82%

C+
77-79%

C
73-76%

C-
70-72%

D
60-69%

F
<60%

Laboratory:     Lab attendance is expected each week.  No make-up labs exist.  However, your lab                         instructor will drop your lowest lab score.  An absence will be used as the         


dropped score.  Astronomy is a "lab science" course and no credit will be given to                         students who do not regularly attend lab classes.

Date to Remember: 
Jan 12: labs begin.




Jan 19: MLK Holiday, no classes.



March 2-6: Spring Break.



April 27: Last day of classes.
FINAL EXAM:  MWF @ 9:00 am class: Friday May 1st from 8:00am-10:00am
Note:
Unexpected circumstances may require changes in this syllabus as the term progresses.

Topics
It is my belief that you are required to take a lab science so that you can learn about the nature of science and scientific inquiry. You have selected astronomy as the science through which to learn how science is performed. Therefore, in this class we will study the nature of astronomy and how astronomers acquire knowledge about the universe. During this course we will study the following topics.
	Topic(s)
	Textbook 

Reading

	Nature of Science (NOS)
	none

	The Sun
	Ch. 14

	Stellar Properties
	Ch. 15

	Interstellar Medium and Star Birth
	Ch. 16

	Life Cycles of Stars
	Ch. 17

	Pulsars, Neutron Stars and Black Holes
	Ch. 18

	The Milky Way- Our Galaxy
	Ch. 19

	Discovery of Galaxies & Hubble’s Law
	Ch. 20

	AGN’s and Galaxy Evolution
	Ch. 21

	Cosmology
	Ch. 20, 21, 22, 23


